
As an information technology professional and a user of digital content, I worry
that the so-called "Broadcast Flag" opens a Pandora's Box of unintended
consequences. Let me say clearly: the Broadcast Flag will be harmful to
consumers.

Currently, I can do so much more than passively receive and consume content. I
can manage and control my consumption of digital content, as well as modify,
generate, and participate in the creation of new works, all thanks to the
current state of technology. Existing technologies give me benefits as a
consumer by allowing me to record, say, a television show to watch later, create
and distribute a video clip  to distant friends, or burn both onto a DVD to
watch at my neighbor's place. The Broadcast Flags seems designed to destroy this
flexiblity, and limit the abilities that I now enjoy.

The Broadcast Flag seems to eliminate historical allowances the law has made for
content users to come up with new, unanticipated ways of using that content. The
Broadcast Flag defines authorized use; any other use is unlawful. Unanticipated,
unforeseeable use of content are by default unauthorized and unlawful. This is
BAD for the consumer. Innovation is curtailed.

I am a law-abiding citizen who believes that piracy is also bad for the
consumer. It should be prevented and prosecuted. However, if theoretical
prevention comes at the prices of my legal, personal use of my content, then the
FCC should be working to protect those rights currently enjoyed by all
consumers. The FCC should not enable those who would restrict consumer rights.

Besides which, it is clear that the Broadcast Flag will do little to affect
piracy. A television show need only be cracked once, and it will propagate
quickly across the internet. Honest consumers will be required to purchase
electronic devices that do less and cost more, but piracy will not be
diminished.

In summary, I urge you to consider first the consumer. Will content industry
proposals protect and allow for all legal uses of digital content, as well as
achieving the state goal of preventing privacy. If they do not, clearly the
Broadcast Flag cannot be mandated.


